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Introduction

l. During my stay in Moscow
I had ample &PpoPUUNITLY SO GBSOCLA L loll DOVLEL & aAlillL
25X1A and-while in the USSR, I learned to read Russian and speak the
language fairly fluently. Severo-Donetsk 1s a large workers!
settlement which has been built up around a fertilizer and chemical
factory. (I do not know what the population of Severc-Donetsk was,
but believe it to have been approximately 100,000,) All dwellings,
shops, and stores in this community are part of the factory complex

and were under the control of the factory administration. The

families of the six German technicians who were stationed at
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“ while living there.
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mission from our,

. S8evero-Donetsk were under surveillance of a deeﬂeaéing degree
Regulations required us to obtain per-
"supervisors" (whom we thought to be elther

25X1A

an MGB or. MVD agent) whenever we wished to leave the housing

development or vislt S

housewlves,
to the famlly level.

oviet families

I later disregarded -

‘these instructions and generally assoc;aiﬂd‘freely with Soviet
However, these soclal relatlons were never extended

Soviet men, unlike thelr wives, were

Eéonomic Conditions in Sé#erOnDonetsk

25X1A 5,

25X1A
25X1A

- peluctant to establish any social contact with the German
families.'

—lived on the Soviet economy while she was residing
n the USSR and therefore was able to offer considerable

information concerning general living conditions,

The desceription

which follows is limited primarily to the Severo-Donetsk area. A

"written record which she maintained ¢f her Pamily's expenditures

1s partially tabulated below because of its consliderable

or one o

e sovie [ ]
under the 1948-49 column refer to the fall months of 1948 and

winter months of 1949,

completeness and accuracy.
goods purchased in state stores.
market are marked with one asterisk.

Germany

Most of. the prices quoted are for
Prices for goods on the free
Most of the prices listed
were current shortly before her departure
Those prices listed

It should be noted that some of the

prices listed, eéspeclally those for 1948-49, are approximatig%?
1n that they are influenced bv seasonal fluctuations and, 1n2oX1A
Sonm ages ' v, It should also be eonsidered

permltteo

;he purchase of betier g
clothing than bought by the average Soviet workerﬁ] Mv Pecord of
expenditures during my stay. in Severo-Donetsk includes the

SECRET

following:
Prices in Severo-Donetsk
Prices in Rubles

Products 194849 25X1A
A, Food#**®
Cabbage 3,00 0 60=,T70
Potatoes 4,00 1.00-1.20
Black bread 6,00-8,00 1,60-1,80C
Gray bread - 2,202,840
Wheat bread - 8,00-13,00
Sour tomatoes 4,00 .50
Dried beans - 5,60
Dried peas - 4,30

.-Onions 18,00 3,60
Rice - 12,20
@roats - 5.80-6,30
Millet - 3,00-4,00
Wheat flour 10,00 5.00~8,00
Corn grits - 2,50
Wheat grits - 8,00-8,40
Lump - sugar 20,00 11,00
Rough granulated sugar - 8,50
Presh milk 6,00 Lit. 1.80 Lit.
Fresh milk - 2.50-3,00 Lit.*
Eggs 1.20 each +90-1,50 each -
Eggs 2,50 each#* 1.50 each *

Approved For Release 2001/08/02 : CIA-RDP81-01028R000100110004-4



o L

Approved For Release 2001/08/02 : CIA-RDP81-01028R000100110004-4

SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION _
. e & :

Prices in Severo-Donetsk, contlinued 25X1A
Prices in Rubles

: Products 1948-49 | 25X1A
. Butter ) 060,00% 32,00-43,0

Margarine 32,00 17.00-23,00
Salt ' - 1,50~ 2.50
Sunseed oll 40,00 Lit, 22,00 Lit.*
Cheese 80.00 28.00~42,00
Honey 30,00 25,00-28,00
Tea 240,00 160,00

Cocoa - 190,00

Coffee 75.00-85,00  67.00

Apples 12,00 . 4,00

Lemons 5,00-6.00 ea  3,00-4,00 ea
Soup bones (hooves) - 4,00

‘Soup bones (steer’s head} - 2,00%
. Soup bones (steer’s leg - 5.00-~8,00%

-t 8tew beef ' 30,00%* 10,00-18,00%

Pork 40.,00% 22,00~28,00%
" Lamb - 25,00% 12,00-16,00%
“Herring : 7,00 each 4,00-5,00 each
Ham (poor quality) 40,00 26,00

B. . Clothing

Leather shoes (Czech) _ - 230 pair
Leather .shoes, crepe soles (Czech) - 490 pair
Leather shoes. (Russian} - 250-~350 pailr
Summer linen shoes (Russian) 65-70 pair =50 pailr
Pelt boots - 100=-250 palr
Mants wool trousers 300 120

Quilt Jacket - 130-150
Man's dungareces - 80~100
Manfs shirt - 70

Mants summer sult - 120-140
Man®s wool socks - T7=9 palr
Man's wool socks, Kapron reinforced- : 15-18

Man's sult (half wool) - 400

S1lk blouse : - 250

Linen blouse - 120

Cotton dress - 60-80
Woman'®s cotton stockings 15 pair 5-7 palr
Womants Kapron (Nylon) hose - 40-60 pair

10~15 meter

Cheap cotton print material
17.50 meter

Twlll material for work trousers

Silk material for mants shirt - 120 meter
Coarse wool material for trousers -~ 120~160 meter'
Wool material for overcoat - 230 meter

Wool material for suit - 330 meter

C¢ Other Articles

Anthracite coal - 77 ton

Pire wood - 20-60 cublc meter
Electrlc iron - 5

Electric hotplate - 25

Six~tube radio - 1,600 630

* @oods purchased in the free market. All other goods wére“
purchased in state stores.

#%.211 food prices expressed in terms of Ruhlés/kilogram unless
otherwise indicated. A
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b,
! purchased, were far beyond the reach of the average family., I
. estimate that an average working-class family of five would have
" to pay at least Rubles 10 per day for a standard dlet consisting
- of water and black bread for breakfast; cdbbage soup, potatoes

5e

‘ ' \
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%) me at prices wouldQ shere than in Moscow,

but I noticed no great price difference. Local products, such
as grapes, were much cheaper when in season; on the other hand,
the variety of consumer goods avallable in Severo-Donetsk was
extremely limited in comparison to Moscow,

Conditions in respect to consumer goods conslderably improved
after the currency reform. Prices generally sought a level
between the 1947 ﬁrices for rationed goods and free market
prices. After 1947, perlodic price cuts were announced wilth
great fanfare in the Ukraine.. However, prices rose slowly after
each price cut with the excuse that better quality goods were
belng offered. There were no great differences in food prices
in state stores and 1n the free market in Severo-Donetsk,

- Desplte the fact that prices were generally slightly higher in

the free market, most people preferred to purchase food there
because of the better quality and greater avallability of goods.
After the currency reform, goods became increasingly available,
although, as previously stated, supplies were of a much more
1imited variety in Severo-Donetsk than 1ln Moscow. However,
there continued to be constant shortages of some goods and
periodic shortages of all goods during the last few years, Shops
were well stocked only in the perlods preceding the May 1 and
October Revolution celebrations, Wheat flour was, as usual, sold
only in conjunction with major holidays. Rilce, fat, sugar and
.coffee were seldom, if ever, avallable. Periodilc shortages of
almost all other fcod goods and clothilng occurred because of in-
efficlent distrlbution or deliberate withholding by the govern-
ment., A normal situation, was that a store would be out of
shirts for three weeks and then have nothing but shirts. State
gstores would sell out a new shipment of cooking oll within a
few hours after 1t had been unavallable for weeks, The average
person was unable to stockplle such goods when they were avall-
able as he could not afford such large expenditures. & common
complaint, for example, was that overshoes were available 1n
June and summer shoes placed on sale in December,

I would like to emphasize that most of the food produdﬁs which I

and grits for dinner; and porrildge and milk for supper. However,

. almost all families in the Severo-Donetsk workers' settlement,

supplemented their food supplies with produce grown 1n prilvate

: gardens, These small vegetable gardens were sometlmes 1dcated

as far away as 20 kilometers from the settlement, but free bus

} transportation provided by the factory on Sunday helped solve
* this problen. o )

I noticed no improvement in the housing situatlon during my last

~ years. of residence 1n the USSR. The local population made ne

comments concerning housing conditions other than in comparison
with the immedlate post-war period. Nevertheless, housing
accomodations in Severo-Donetsk were considered luxurious by
many workers who had recently come from farms, because running
water and center heating were provided. Almost all of the
apartment buildings and houses in Severo-Donetsk had been
constructed after World War II. Our family was assigned a four-
room apartment occupying one-half of a duplex. Others, living
in similar houses, were assigned one room per family, wlth two
or three families sharing one kitchen,

SECRET
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Rent was paild directly to the factory management at rates based
on the amount of space allotted. / Soviet family pald a monthly.
rent of Rubles 1,25 per square meter for the first flve square

" meters alloted per person, and Rubles 2,5 per square meter for
" any additional space., (For example, a family of four, allotted

30 square meters, pald a rent of Rubles H0 per manﬁhos In
addition, each tenant had to pay fees for water, sewege and
electricity. Electricilty was very expensive, Inasmuch as the.
Soviets preferred using electricity to buying fusl, they became
extremely adept in cheating the administration on the elegtrl-
eity bill., I admit that I learned a few tricks from the Soviets
in this respect., After the administration learned that the
tenants were tampering with the electric meters, it blocked off
all but a few of the slectric outlets in a room, The Lenants got
around this, however, by tapping exposed light cords by means of
speclal homemade plugs made from needissd,

Soviet Attiltudes and Natlonality Questions

Te

9.

The Soviet peace campailgn was enthusiastically accepted and
supported by the Soviet cltizens. No Sovieb citizen belleved that
he, hls pecple and government could be capable of initlating war,
Purthermore, the average citizen was Lirmly convinced of the
truthfulness of the anbti-Amerilcan campaign; no one dowubbed that

the US hegan the Korean War., I noticed a = 2 senge of personal
ldentification on part of the Scviatp zens with the
Communilsts fighting in China, All wers o that the Commu-
nists would finally win and they had no the war would
spread., I heard no open complaints which 2ophed buwards
the Soviet government itself. The most fre nte were
about the high prices of consumer goods,
of the good old days before World War II wh
and goods more plentiful., The entlre ori
eltlzens, thelr ambitlons and complalinbts
of food and its® availability.

LA

of Soviet
aexpressed ln terms

I had many Soviet acqguailntances who wers Jewlsh, and I found Thatb
the average Rusailan or Ukrainian has a sirong Judlce boward
the Jews., PFor example, Ukrainlan friends weres amazed thab I
assoclated with Jewz and continually cohided me for doing 80. The
Ukrainlan evidently considered thils an zdmigalon of soclal
inferiority. The Jews on the other hand mainbainesd a rather
arrogant attitude toward the Russians, weferring to them ap "only
Russians™. I bellsve that the basis of this tenaion is the
greater capabllity and industry of ithe Jewlsh people, Furthermore,
I belleve that the Jews were better Sovielt citizens because they
worked hard and were very conscilous of tihwelr duties, I heard
nothing, however, during my stay in the USSR, soacerning the
expulsion of Jews from the Ukraine.

I noticed some tension between Russian and Ukrainian inhabliants
in Severo-Donetsk but considered it to be a minor rivalry brought
about by national pride on the part of the Ukrainians, In this
connection, the resistance movement, supposedly actlve in the
Western Ukraine, was often rumored but I do not think these rumors
were supported by fact. Russiansg, whern they heard these storles
laughed and di1d not take them sericusly. Ukralnlans, however,
believed the rumors and always reported them with some pride, as
if to say, "see what clever people we are”™, While in the Savero-
Donetsk area, I nobiced that it was populated mainly by Ukrainians;
the working c¢lass consisted almost entirely of Ukrainlans,
including a large perzentage of recently urbanized peasants., How-
ever, most of the officlals were Russiang, All cultural activitles
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Approved For Release 2001/08/02 : CIA-RDP81-01028R000100110004-4



Approved For Release 2001/08/02 : CIA-RDP81-01028R000100110004-45y 1 A

szcnm/szcvmg‘z INFORMATION _

such as drama, motion ploturss and revues were of Bussian
origin and conducted in tiie Russian Janguage. Even store
signs and food labels were writien in Russian. I never saw or
heard of any Ukrainian cultursl activities, such as 8]k dance
revues, whichr I had been led %o expect., Although I did hear
Ukrainian spcoken in nearty rural areas, Russlan was the
prevailing language in Severo-Donetsk. Nevertheless, 1 never
heard any complaints from Ukrainians concerning this apparent
Russlanization cof the area.

Pollce Activities

10. Crime, especially petty thievery, was very common in the Ssverc-
Donetsk area, Most people had fo resort to theft in order to
exizt, All "gocd Russians" rad spent some time in Jall or labor
camps for criminal offensges and cpenly a2poke of crimimal
sentences they had received without any apparent sense of shame.
On the other hand, not 2 word was ever sald aboub politieal
internment and secret police activities, It was obvious thab
the Soviets wers extremsly fearful of discussing this subject in
public. : i

1l. I witnessed only one instance of forced labor while in the USSR.
All lsborers working on the construstion of the houslng develop-
‘ment in which I iived were prisoners, btub 1t was not apparant
whether they were criminal or politizal prisoners. The prisoners
were housed in special barracks near the housing devalopment and
had nc contact with the rest of 1 ation, Rssidenis of
the development avoided contant wifth the prisoners and never
spoke of them, bubt relatives were allowsd %o deliver parcels of
food and e¢lothing *o them. German prisoners of war were
employed in the area until the spring of 19%0. AL fthat time, they
were all assembled snd shippsd %o 2 cenbral recelving polnt. {Tke
receiving point may have been located at Kadiysvka,
Voroshllovgrad Cblast [Ehdiy@vka‘has been roenamed, and I1s now
Sergo (48° 33* N - 389 38" E}.7

Family Life

12, I feel that my knowledge of Soviet Ffamily life is quite extensive,
since my main contacts in the USSR were wlbh Suvviet women, Ib is
my Aimpressicn that Soviet women were firmly comvinced that thelr
1ife had improved under the Soviet regime., The basls for their
attitude was the sccial equality which they felt had besn granted
them. The Sovich woman did not consider this to be merely equality
to work 1n the mines or on reoad construction. Rather, she felt
she was sharing the responsibilivy to work and thereby was
contributing to her family and stabe., It was primarily for this
reason that Soviet women sought work and not merely because of
economic pressure, although the latber was undoubledly of

- importance, Soviet women consistently saraed lsss than men bub
I do not know by what proportion. The women apparently 4id not
consider this inconsistent with the "social eguality™ grantsd
them., The Soviet woman seemed to be satisfied with her family
life, particularly with the system of state nurseries, In such
nurseries, a child was cared for alb 3 cost of Rubles 30 per
month (the state contributed Rubles €0), and the mother was able
to earn about Rubles 300 during the same pericd. Soviet women
felt assured that thelr children were well cared for in the
nurseries. Regulations provided that one mother had to be
present each day at each nursery; this erabizd the mothers to
protest to the aubhorities about unsatisfactory conditions, Al-
though this privilege &c complain was largely nominal, 1% seemed
to give the mothers a feeling of control over thelir childrents
welfare.

SECRET
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13, Prom my observations, I found that Honen!the USSR did not take .
marriage too seriously. The average Sov&et woman was mainly
concerned with having children when enterlng marriage., “The
‘4deas of acquiring a husband, or the marriage institution it-
gself, were strictly of secondary importanqe. ‘As a result,
séparations were very common; & wife with children might leave
her husband and enter into a marital relationship with. another .
man without going through the formalities of a divorce. The

" high cost of obtaining a divorce was undoubtedly a factor whlch
contributed to this practice. The fact that divorces were
considered undesirable because of their expense, rather than:
because of moral conviction, led to another common Soviet - -
institution, namely "trial marriages®.,  ‘Trial marriages tended:

~ to last for longer perilods of time and constituted another dis-
ruptive factor in Soviet family life, If the trlal marriage
proved unsuccessful, the woman could leave the man without any

eat misgivings and, with her children, go in search of another

- "husband®™, Another indication of the minor -importance. attached
to marital ties was the fact that a wife generally sought an-
other man if her husband had been sentenced to forced labor. -In
such a situation, she was under no moral pressure to walt for her
husband., The Soviets impressed me as being very fond of their
echildren and indulgent toward them, However, financial

" condltions were a serious limiting factor to the size of famllies.
(I xnow of no one who was influenced by government efforts to
increase the size of familles.,) Consequently, abortlons were
‘extremely common and women.would turn to friendly or venal-
doectors for help. Although forbidden by the state--a Ruble
300-<500 fine was imposed for acts of abortion which were: -~

.discovered--there were no moral contingencies to this practice.

14, Party members were generally an exception to the rule 'in regard
"to the type of conduct described, - They were expected to
lead exemplary lives and they usually lived up to this
. expectation. 25X1A T

‘Fhe Ukrainian school NG '
' ‘ ' ) Lo 25X1A

15, [
2EX1A W “During the first year, speclal classes
' were held for the German students in order to aequaint them with

the Russian language. After this introduction, they were accepted
into the regular classes, The school, which was called the
"Ukrainian School™, was the only ten-year school in this pre-
dominantly Ukrainian settlement, - All classes, however, with the
exception of the Ukrainian language class, were conducted in the
Russian language. Most of the teachers were Russlan. I noticed
no essential difference between this "“Ukrainian School™ and the
normal Russian school., Furthermore, I heard no complaints from
Soviet mothers that classes were not conducted in Ukrainian.
Classes were normally held five hours a day, slx days a week. Of
these 30 hours of weekly lessons, approximately six were devoted
to the Ukrailnian language, 12 to Russilan language and literature,
four to arithmetic, two to drawing, two to English, and two to
physical education. I noticed that political indoctrination whs
injectived into all classes to an extreme degree. Qareat streas. _
was placed on the study of current events, English had replaced
German as the second language in the school, and was taught from
the third grade on., The study of Ukralnian commenced.in'the
first grade, o '

- . o X .
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16,
the l4-year old son of a Russlan

25X1A acquaintance once told me of the para-mllitary exerclses which

werée conducted weekly during his physical tralning period,

These included extended order-—drill, throwling of dummy hand

- grenades, and military obstacle courases. After completion of

the obstacle course, the students were required to sight ln on

imaginary enemies with dummy rifles., I belleve that para-

military training begen at the age of 12,

Reception of VOA and other Broadcasts 25X1A

7. I - cix-tube "Vef® radio, a Soviet
model for which he paid Rubles 1,600, With this radio and &.-
: high antenna, oupr family was able to recelve many forelgn broad-

25X1A c¢&sts in.our I cpsrtment. Few, 1f any, Russlan
famillies erected outdodor radioc antennae for fesar of drawing
police suspicion., I am unable to estimate what percentage of the
radlo~owning Soviet famlies listened to Western broadcasts be-
cause this subject was seldom discussed, I gathered, however,
that the percentage was very high. I very frequently heard
people in the maritet discussing news which obviously had not
been propagated by Soviet sources and peveral Soviet housewlves:
confided in me that their families frequently listened to broad-
casta from the West, We could llsten to the VOA East Zone
German~language broadoast, the BBC German (East Zone) and Russian-
language broadcasts, Radio Mossow, RIAS-Berlin, and Radlo Lelpzlg -
on our radio. The Australian German-languasge broadcast, oddly
enough, ocame through very well on occaslons. I never listensd to
the VOA Ruasian-language broadcast and therefore am unable to = *
offer any information on thelr programs or reception.. Receptlon -
of German~language VOA broadecasts was generally better than - .
BBC German broadcasts and could be heard on all but a few days
in the course of a monthi German  BBC broadcasts were recelived:
with great difficulty. Jamming on both VOA and BBO: was .done on
a periodiec basis, For a period of ten days VOA and BBC ‘would be
heavily Jammed and then not at all. Reception for all broadcasts
%ﬁ the Ukraine wag bhetter in the winter than in other seasons of

@ year. .

The Sourcets comments on the attitudes of Soviet women toward thelr
role in soclety appear to be somewhat rosy in comparison with other
reports on the same tople, and caubion in interpreting them is -
recommended. It is more than likely that Sovliet women, in talking
with the wife of 2 German selentist, would be gareful to avold-any
eriticism of the regime and thus would leave the impression of belng
more satisfled with their lot than is truly the case., On the other -
hand, it 48 possible that the Source gave a somewhat exaggerated :
account of the moral laxilties in Soviet soclety because of her .
proper and:comfortable middle class background in Germany, She would
be qulck to notlce dilvergencies from her norm and might tend to
exaggerate their importance, It is believed that the statements by
the informaint concerning the Russianizatlon of the ares with which she
‘wag familisr in the Bastern Ukraine are of partlcular interest and are
probably lessg subject Yo distortion than her remarks on some other :
subjects coversd NG

25X1C

g
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